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(Ear  In  Settlers  of  gingham,  Ifafo  (England 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  MINUTES 


OF 


DANIEL  CUSHING, 

OF  II  I N G H A M, 


WITH  A PHOTOGRAPH  OF  IIIS  MANUSCRIPT \ 

ENTITLED, 


A LIST  OF  THE  NAMES  OF  SUCH  PERSONS  AS  CAME  OUT  OF  THE  TOWN  OF 
IIINGHAM,  AND  TOWNS  ADJACENT,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  NORFOLK, 

IN  THE  KINGDOM  OF  ENGLAND,  INTO  NEW  ENGLAND, 

AND  SETTLED  IN  HINGHAM  IN  NEW  ENGLAND. 


Also  some  Account  of  John  Cutler , one  of  the  Early  Settlers  of  Ilingham 

mentioned  in  Cush  infs  list. 


|)rinttb  for  |hibatr  ^Distribution. 


BOSTON: 

PRESS  OF  JOHN  WILSON  AND  SON. 
1865. 
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Twenty- four  Copies  printed  with  Photograph  of  Cushing's  List. 


Twenty-six  Copies  printed  with  Photo-Lithograph  of  Cushing's  List. 


HECTOR 


TO 


THE  REV.  SAMUEL  CUTLER, 

of  st.  Andrew’s  church,  hanover,  Massachusetts, 

£i)csc  $agcs 

ARE  RESPECTFULLY  INSCRIBED. 


AYING  -consulted  the  original  of  Daniel  Cushing’s  List  of  the  Early 
Settlers  of  Hingham,  to  see  if  it  were  possible  to  supply  the 
omissions  which  appeared  in  the  printed  copies,  it  occurred  to  me, 
that,  if  the  manuscript  were  photographed,  others  better  versed 
than  myself  in  ancient  chirograph y would  be  able  to  confirm  or  reverse  my 
decipherings.  While  the  photograph  was  being  taken,  I learned  that  Mr.  Drake 
was  preparing  an  enlarged  edition  of  his  Founders  of  New  England,  and  was 
fortunately  just  in  time  to  be  able  to  supply  the  omissions  in  Cushing’s  list 
as  they  occurred  in  previous  editions.  Since  the  following  pages  passed 
through  the  press,  that  work  has  been  published.  It  is  most  beautifully  printed 
on  large  paper,  and  there  may  be  found  a correct  printed  copy  of  this  list  of 
early  settlers. 

The  photographs  here  given  are  very  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  distinct  as 
the  original,  and  will  for  some  years,  before  they  fade,  give  many  persons  an 
opportunity  of  consulting  a fac-simile  of  one  of  the  few  records,  made  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  referring  explicitly  to  the  English  homes  of  the  early 
emigrants  to  New  England.  The  entries,  taken  here  and  there  from  Cushings 
minutes,  will  serve  to  show  their  nature.  Some  have  a marked  local  interest, 
and  establish  fadts  and  dates  of  which  there  may  exist  no  other  record. 
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While  acknowledging  the  courtesy  of  the  gentleman  who  has  in  his 
possession  Cushing's  minutes  and  the  diary  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Ilobart,  1 can  but 
express  the  hope,  that,  with  his  thorough  knowledge  of  all  matters  relating  to 
the  histon  of  Hingham,  he  may  yet  find  time  to  edit  these  manuscripts,  and 
to  publish  them,  either  in  a separate  form  or  as  a contribution  to  some  of  our 
Genealogical  or  Historical  Collections. 

Henry  Austin  Whitney. 


Boston.  April 


i S65 . 


Hotc  to  atrompang  IJboto-lptbograpb. 


NOTE 

TO  ACCOMPANY  PHOTO-LITHOGRAPH  OF  CUSHING’S  LIST. 


WENTY-FOUR  copies  of  this  record  of  early  settlers  in  Hingham 
were  photographed.  Before  the  negatives  were  destroyed,  an 
attempt  was  made  to  copy  the  list  by  photo-lithography,  with  the 
view  of  making  the  fac-simile  permanent,  the  photographs  being 
sure  to  fade  in  the  course  of  a few  years. 

Having  been  very  successful  in  copying  several  pages  of  old  manuscript 
from  the  Watertown  records,  some  years  ago,  I was  in  hopes  of  being  equally 
fortunate  in  the  present  instance;  but  from  some  cause  — possibly  owing  to 
the  previous  use  of  the  negatives  — the -attempt  was  not  satisfactory.  How- 
ever, as  twenty-six  copies  of  the  letter-press  remained  out  of  the  fifty  printed, 
the  lithograph  has  been  inserted;  and,  with  few  exceptions,  the  entries  can  be 
deciphered  without  reference  to  the  list  as  correCtly  given  in  "Drake’s  Foun- 
ders of  New  England,”  edition  of  1865. 

The  lithographing  was  done  by  Mr.  L.  IL  Bradford,  of  Boston. 

H.  A.  W. 

August  25,  1S65. 


DANIEL  CUSHING’S  LIST 

OF  THE 


EARLY  SETTLERS  IN  HINGHAM,  NEW  ENGLAND. 


N the  year  1638,  as  appeal's  by  the  following  record,  "Matthew 
Cushing  and  his  wife,  four  sons,  one  daughter,  and  his  wife’s  sister, 
Frances  Ricroft,  widow,  came  from  Old  Hingham,  and  settled  at 
New  Hingham.”  The  record  further  relates,  that  they  came  in  the 
ship  Diligent,  of  Ipswich,  the  master  of  which  was  John  Martin, 
of  said  Ipswich.  Mr.  Savage  states,  in  his  Genealogical  Dictionary,  that  they 
embarked  at  Gravesend,  26  April,  and  landed  at  Boston,  10th  August,  1638. 

As  was  the  case  with  most  of  the  early  settlers  of  New  England,  the  family 
were  evidently  in  a humble  sphere  of  life  at  the  time  of  the  emigration;  yet 
their  ancestors  had  been  persons  of  some  consideration  in  the  county  and 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  town  whence  they  came,  as  appears  from  the 
researches  of  H.  G.  Somerby,  Esq.,  portions  of  which  are  to  be  found  in  vol. 
xix.  of  the  Genealogical  Register,  pages  39  to  41. 

Daniel  Cushing,  whose  list  of  the  early  settlers  in  Hingham  is  here  given, 
the  eldest  son  of  Matthew,  was  born  in  England,  in  1619.  His  trade  was  that 
of  a wheelwright,  says  Savage;  but  probably  before  1682,  and  certainly  for 
many  years  after  that  date,  he  kept  a country  store.  He  was  admitted  free- 
man in  1671,  was  an  active  magistrate,  and  was  for  many  years  town-clerk 
of  Hingham.  He  was  a representative  to  the  General  Court  in  the  years 
1680,  1682,  and  1695;  and  died,  according  to  Hobart’s  Diary,*  Dec.  3,  1700, 

* The  Diary  of  Rev.  Peter  Hobart,  first  minister  of  Hingham,  is  in  the  keeping  of  Solomon 
Lincoln,  Esq.,  and  is  the  authority  for  several  dates  in  these  prefatory  remarks. 
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being  eightv-one  wars  ol  age.  1 1 i s first  wife  was  Lydia  Gilman,  bv  whom  he 
had  six  children.  1 1 is  second  wife  was  Elizabeth  (Jacob),  widow  of  John 
Thaxter. 

Two  of  Daniel  Cushing's  memorandum-books,  containing  a great  variety  of 
entries,  some  of  which  are  of  much  local  value,  are  in  the  possession  of  Solo- 
mon Lincoln,  Esq.  They  are  thin,  narrow  books,  measuring  twelve  inches 
long  be  four  inches  wide.  One  of  them,  containing  twenty-two  leaves,  has 
written  on  it,  "Daniel  Cushing  his  Hooke,  26  J uly  1682. It  is  chiefly  filled 
w ith  the  minutes  of  his  daily  sales,  but  occasional  notes  refer  to  passing  events, 
covering  portions  of  the  wars  from  1682  to  1689,  inclusive.  Two  or  three 
entries  are  made  in  a numerical  alphabet,  which,  by  a little  study,  can  easily  be 
deciphered.  One  of  these  refers  to  a sudden  marriage,  and  a somewhat  pre- 
mature birth,  four  months  later. 

Some  of  the  other  entries  are  as  follows  : — 

1 1 Julv  16S4.  Sent  to  Boston  to  be  dyed  25  & halfe  yards  of  Carsey  by  the  fuller. 

4 October  1684.  Xathaniell  Beale  Junior  and  Josiah  Loring  brought  past  my  house  each 
ot  them  a load  of  wood.  Loring’s  was  greene  white  oke  wood  & Beales  load  was  dry  wood. 


The  above  are  on  the  first  page.  The  following  are  taken  casually  from  the 
manuscript  : — 


16S3.  16.  11. 

16S4— 5 Aug.  4. 
base  speeches. 


I6S6. 

May  25. 

Aug.  20. 

Sept.  5. 

Sept  15. 

I6S7 

Aug.  31 . 

1687-8 

Jan.  29. 

I68S 

July  1. 

,,  10. 

1 6.88-9 

Feb.  8. 

14. 


Wednesday.  John  Otis  dyed. 

Monday  Israeli  Leavitt  drunk  and  abused  Mr.  Norton  and  his  wife  with 

Mr.  Dudley  proclaimed  president. 

Friday.  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer. 

Mr.  Brown  a Scotchman  preached. 

Wednesday  Mr.  Mather  at  my  house. 

Mv  boy  Joseph  ran  away  to  Punkapoog. 

Wednesday.  Mr.  Norton  preached  his  first  lecture. 

Mv  Indian  boy  Joseph  ran  away. 

Bov  Joseph  fetched  home. 

Friday  made  394  Candles,  raine  in  the  night. 

Monday  Trained.  Mv  bov  drunk  at  Enoch  Hobarts. 


The  other  book  contains  fourteen  leaves,  on  one  side  of  several  of  which 
are  portions  of  an  old  deed.  Eight  pages  are  devoted  to  memoranda  of  sales 
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and  current  events;  three  pages  to  brief  records  of  public  and  private  matters, 
made  at  considerable  intervals  of  time;  while  nine  pages  are  filled  with  entries 
of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages.  Many  of  these  last  are  crossed  or  checked, 
as  indicating,  probably,  that  they  had  been  transferred  to  the  town-records. 
The  entries  range  from  1689  to  1700:  the  last  being  under  date  of  July  30, 
1700,  four  months  and  four  days  previous  to  the  writer’s  death;  while  there  are 
a few  memoranda  of  earlier  dates,  — the  earliest,  1655,  — apparently  copied 
from  some  other  book. 

The  last  three  pages,  however,  are  devoted  to  the  list  of  early  settlers,  of 
which  the  accompanying  photograph  is  a copy,  showing  the  blemishes  and 
missing  portions  of  the  original. 

Some  of  the  other  entries  are  as  follows:  — 

Debts  (in  cypher)  12  Aug.  1689. 

28  March  1693.  Daniel  Cushing  chosen  Town  Clerk  and  sworne. 

1689.  Aug  30.  Sent  6 lbs  of  flax  to  John  Farrow  to  be  spun. 

„ Obt.  6.  Gershom  Hobart  preached  & had  Contribution. 

„ Dec.  24.  Tuesday.  Fell  and  hurt  my  left  hipp. 

„ Feb.  John  Prince’s  estate  prized. 

1689-90  Mar.  27,  Thursday.  Drum  beat  for  Volunteers. 

1690  Monday.  May  26,  Old  Sam  Lincoln  dyed  of  the  small  pox. 

„ Wednesday  Aug  6,  Capt.  Andrews  and  the  soljers  went  on  board  ship  to 
go  to  Cannada. 

,,  Satterday  Aug.  9,  Sir  William  Phips  with  a fleet  of  shipps  set  saile  bound 
for  Kebeck.* 


The  four  following  scattered  entries  are  brought  together,  showing  that  the 
marriage  of  the  diarist  to  the  widow  Elizabeth  Thaxter,  — which  took  place 
March  9,  1691,  — was  not  accomplished  without  some  amount  of  previous 
negotiation  ! 


1689. 

Nov. 

27. 

Bargained  with  E.  T. 

Dec. 

3- 

E. 

T.  denied  the  bargaine. 

?? 

I3- 

E. 

T.  agreed  againe. 

1690 

May 

1 . 

E. 

T.  agreed. 

* To  commemorate  the  victory  of  the  French  over  the  English  in  the  attack  on  Quebec,  Oc- 
tober 8,  9,  and  10,  1690,  a medal  was  struck  bearing  the  inscription,  “Francia  in  novo  orbe 
victrix  : Kebeca  liberata,  a.d.  M.D.C.X.C.” 
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i(  ii.  27  May.  M\  son  Jeremiah  Cushing  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church  in  Sittuate. 

1692,  12  May.  The  new  house  of  office  was  finished. 

loo,}.  14  July.  Edward  Gilman  was  prest  to  be  a souldjer  to  goe  out  against  the  French 
enemy. 

..  20  December.  Edward  Gilman  came  home  out  of  the  country’s  service. 

Daniel  Cushing  served  as  a Representative  at  the  great  & generall  Court  & Assemble  held 
at  Boston  in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England  beginning  the  29th  day  of 
May  A:  ending  the  2S  dav  of  June  1695  & was  there  all  the  time  31  days  & a day  to  goe  & a day 
to  come  home  33  dayes. 

The  first  dav  of  October  1696,  Daniel  Cushing  Senior  went  to  Boston  to  the  quarter  sessions 
and  at  Roxburv  a little  bevond  the  widow  Cheany’s  house  my  horse  stumbled  & I fell  from  my 
horse  in  a stom  place  & with  the  fall  broke  a great  hole  in  my  new  hatt  & received  a great  Blow 
on  my  forehead  which  occasioned  a great  deale  pf  blond  to  come  out  of  my  mouth. 

Friday  the  26  dav  of  May  1699  His  Excellency  Richard  Earl  of  Bellemont  and  lord  Coote 
Colooney  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  came  to  Boston  to  be  governor  of  New  England  New  York 
New  Hampshire  : and  Vice  Admiral  of  those  seas. 

As  before  stated,  the  last  three  pages  of  the  book  contain  a list  of  the  names 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Hingham.  This  list  was  first  published  by  Mr.  Lincoln, 
in  1835.  'n  the  notes  to  his  address  on  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  set- 
tlement of  the  town,  from  whence  it  was  copied  by  Mr.  Drake,  in  his  Founders 
of  New  England,  Boston,  i860.  It  may  also  be  found  in  vol.  xv.  of  the  Gene- 
alogical Register,  pages  25-27.  In  these  printed  copies,  there  were  several 
omissions  where  the  manuscript  was  not  easily  or  satisfactorily  deciphered,  or 
where  the  leaf  had  been  torn,  and  portions  of  the  letters  of  one  or  two  words 
were  wanting.  After  perusing  the  manuscript  for  some  time,  I was  satisfied 
that  my  reading  of  the  words  so  omitted  was  corre6t.  The  original  being 
somewhat  dilapidated,  and  the  paper  so  tender,  through  age,  that  it  wTould  soon 
be  destroyed  by  much  handling,  Mr.  Lincoln  kindly  permitted  this  photographic 
copy  to  be  made,  whereby  others  can  form  an  opinion  for  themselves  of  the 
correctness  of  my  rendering,  and  the  fac-simile  of  a valuable  record  may  be 
preserved. 

The  first  omission  in  the  printed  copies  appears  in  the  seventh  entry  : "Mr. 
Peter  Hobart,”  &c.,  " was  Pastor  of  the  Church  years."  This  wyas  Cush- 
ings omission,  the  number  of  years  never  having  been  inserted. 

The  second  omission  is  in  the  thirteenth  entry  on  the  second  page  of  the 
manuscript:  l la  . . en  Hall  in  Norfolk.”  This  reads  Happen  Hall.  Ilapton 
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Hall,  live  miles  south-east  of  Wyndham,  was  probably  the  place  intended  to  be 
designated,  the  pronunciation  of  which  doubtless  corresponded  to  Cushing’s 
orthography. 

In  the  county  of  Norfolk,  England,  there  is  Happing  Hundred;  also  the 
parishes  of  Hargham,  or  I larphamas  it  was  sometimes  designated,  and  Heydon, 
with  their  Ilalls;  but  they  do  not  correspond  to  the  entry  so  well  as  Hapton. 

The  third  omission  is  a word  in  the  seventh  line  from  the  bottom  of  the 
second  page  of  the  manuscript:  "All  of  them  settled  in  this  town  of 

Hingham.”  It  reads,  "All  of  them  settled  in  this  poor  town  of  Hingham." 

The  fourth  and  last  omission*  in  the  printed  list  occurs  in  the  last  entry  of 
emigration,  which  is  on  the  last  page  of  the  manuscript,  eight  lines  from  the 
bottom  of  the  page : — 

1637  From  in  Norfolk  came  John  Cutler  and  his  wife  7 Children  x Servant.  10 

This  omission  was  the  difficult  one  to  supply,  as  portions  of  four  letters,  and 
one  entire  letter,  are  gone.  The  leaf  was  torn  diredtly  through  the  omitted 
word ; and,  though  carefully  repaired,  the  upper  and  lower  parts  of  the  letters 
were  not  closely  united.  After  examining  the  copious  index  to  Moule’s 
Engl  ish  Counties  of  the  Nineteenth  Century,  no  town  or  parish  was  found 
which  corresponded  to  the  manuscript.  This  proved  to  be  an  omission,  the 
name  being  found  in  its  proper  place  in  the  first  volume  of  Moult,  under 


* The  manuscript  was  more  perfect  twenty  years  ago  than  it  is  now,  or  I should  he  inclined 
to  doubt  the  rendering  of  the  town  whence  William  Riply  came  as  Old  Hingham , as  printed  by 
Mr.  Lincoln,  whom  Mr.  Drake  follows.  The  entry  in  question  is  the  fifth  from  the  end  of  the 
list,  and  the  first  on  the  last  page  of  the  manuscript.  It  will  be  noticed  that  what  remains  of 
the  word  hardly  answers  to  Old  Hingham ; and  may  it  not  be  Cambridge  ? 

On  the  previous  page,  sixteen  lines  from  the  foot,  there  is  this  interlineation  : “ Also  William 
Riply  and  wife  and  four  children,”  — which  seems  to  have  been  carefully  kept  within  the  lines 
which  enclose  the  entry,  relating  to  Matthew  Hawk  and  family  ; and,  if  the  “ also  ” is  to  be  taken 
in  connection  with  that  entry,  William  Riplv  came  from  Cambridge.  Mr.  Lincoln  concurs  with 
me,  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  manuscript,  this  surmise  is  a very  pi'obable  one. 

It  may  be  well  to  note  also  a typographical  error  in  Drake’s  “ Founders  of  Newr  England,” 
first  collected  edition,  page  79  : “ Edmond  Hobart,  senior,”  &c.,  “ same,”  &c.  This  should  l'ead 
came.  This  is  the  second  entry  in  Cushing’s  list ; and  in  the  following  one  as  printed,  there  is 
an  unimportant  omission  of  the  word  “of “Also  Ralph  Smith  came,”  &c.,  “ and  lived  in  this 
town  of." 
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the  head  ot  Taversham  Hundred;  showing  that  it  is  not  well  to  rely  entirely 
upon  indices,  even  those  which  seem  to  be  the  most  lull.  The  index  to 
Blomefield's  Norfolk  gave  Sprouston ; but  the  Magna  Britanica,  ed.  1724, 
gave  the  same  parish  as  Sprowston;  and  I have  no  doubt  that  the  reading  of 
the  entry  in  question  is  — 


The  third  letter  resembles  an  e ; but,  on  examining  the  letter  r,  as  written  in 
children  throughout  the  manuscript,  and  especially  in  this  very  entry  relating  to 
John  Cutler,  it  will  be  found  to  correspond  very  closely  to  the  r in  Sprowston. 
The  long  /,  both  at  the  beginning  of  the  first  and  last  syllables,  corresponds  to 
the  same  letter  as  written  in  other  portions  of  Cushing’s  memoranda.  The  o 
would  be  perfect  were  the  letters  closely  united;  the  p and  rw  are  pretty  evi- 
dent; the  / is  wanting;  a fraction  of  the  last  o remains;  and  the  final  n is 
nearly  perfect. 


' The  following  authorities  give  these  different  modes  of  spelling  the  name  of  the  town  : — 

••  A Book  of  the  Names  of  all  Parishes,  Market  Towns,  Villages,  Hamlets,  and  smallest  places 
in  England  and  Wales,”  &c.  : London,  printed  for  Thomas  Jenner,  1668,  p.  197  : Sprowiston. 
“Magna  Britanica  et  Hibernia:”  London,  1724;  vol.  iii.  p.  281  : Sprowston. 

" Blomefield’s  County  Norfolk:”  London,  1805-1810;  vol.  x.  p.458:  Sprouston. 

••  The  New  British  Traveller,”  by  James  Dugdale  : London,  1819  ; vol.  iii.  p.  641  : Sprowston. 
••  Moule’s  “ English  Counties  Delineated  :”  London,  1839  5 v°h  >•  p-  250  : Sprowston. 


From  Sprowston*  in  Norfolk  came  John  Cutler,”  ,Ve. 
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JOHN  CUTLER  AND  HIS  DESCENDANTS. 


JOHN  CUTLER  OF  HINGHAM,  NEW  ENGLAND. 


S it  was  through  a desire  to  assist  a friend  in  some  genealogical 
researches  relating  to  John  Cutler,  that  first  led  me  to  consult 
Cushing’s  manuscript,  a few  data  referring  to  him  and  his  de- 
scendants are  here  given,  drawn  from  sources  which  did  not  fall 
under  Mr.  Savage’s  immediate  notice,  and  which  may  serve  to 
correft  some  errors  heretofore  printed. 

It  appears  from  the  list  of  early  settlers  of  Hingham,  made  by  Daniel  Cush- 
ing, that,  in  1637,  "from  Sprowston,*  in  Norfolk,  came  John  Cutler,  his  wife, 
seven  children,  and  one  servant." 


* Sprowston  is  a parish  two  and  a half  miles  north-east  by  north  from  Norwich  ; and,  thirty- 
five  years  ago  (1830),  was  a place  of  about  eight  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants.  In  Sprowston 
Church  is  a mural  marble  monument  with  figures  of  Miles  Corbet.  Esq.,  and  his  two  wives. 
He  was  one  of  the  judges  who  issued  the  warrant  for  the  execution  of  King  Charles  I.  At  the 
Restoration  he  fled  to  Holland,  where  he  was  pursued  and  taken,  and,  in  1661,  was  executed  as 
a traitor. 

The  name  of  Cutler  is  found  in  several  published  works  relating  to  the  county  of  Norfolk. 
In  Kirkpatrick’s  “ History  of  the  Religious  Orders,”  &c.,  “ of  Norwich,”  page  68,  a John  Cutler 
is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  voluntary  contributors  to  the  corporation  of  Norwich,  in  the  sum  of 
ten  shillings,  towards  the  alteration  of  the  “ Common  Halle,  late  cald  the  Black  Fryers.”  This 
was  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  Henry  VIII.  (1543). 

In  a little  book  containing  lists  of  persons  who  have  held  office  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  a 
name  is  found  which  I desire  to  make  a note  of  here,  as  possibly  indicating  the  locality  where 
we  are  to  look  for  the  parentage  of  an  honored  early  settler,  about  whose  English  origin  nothing 
definite  is  known  ; namely,  Major  (afterwards  General)  Robert  Sedgwick  of  Charlestown,  who, 
says  Savage,  “probably  came,  1635,  in  the  ‘Truelove,’  aged  twenty-four,”  &c.  It  appears,  that, 
in  1623,  a Robert  Sedgewick  was  sheriff  of  Norwich.  “Norfolk  Lists,  from  the  Reformation 
to  the  Present  Time,”  &c.,  Sic.  Norwich,  1837  ; page  37. 
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In  the  carlv  part  ot  the  same  year,  the  proprietors  of  Ilingham  assigned  him 
a home-lot  ot  five  aeres.  on  the  south  side  ot  the  town  street;  two  planting-lots 
>t  six  and  seven  acres,  bounded  on  the  side  by  the  World  s End;  and  twenty 
acres  on  the  Plain  for  a great  lot.  June  io.  1637,  there  was  given  to  him  one 
and  a halt  aeres  ot  salt  marsh  in  Weymouth  Meadow,  and  two  lots  of  one  and 
two  acres  of  fresh  meadow;  making  a total  of  forty-two  and  a half  acres. 

It  would  seem  that  he  owned  other  lands;  but  these  are  all  of  which  we 
have  the  assignment. 

He  died  at  Ilingham,  in  February,  1638,  the  year  after  his  settlement;  and 
his  death  is  mentioned  in  the  Diary  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Hobart.  A portion  of 
the  page  on  which  the  entry  occurs  is- gone. 

February.  [Good]  *•  man  Cutler  dyed.” 

Owing  to  this  early  death,*  but  little  is  known  of  him  beyond  the  fafts  above 
narrated;  and,  as  he  died  intestate,  we  have  not  the  names  of  the  seven  children 
who  are  stated  to  have  come  with  him  to  New  England.  But,  from  the  nature 
and  fulness  of  the  documents  referring  to  the  distribution  ot  his  estate,  the 
record  is  doubtless  complete,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  those  children  who  reached 
mature  years,  — five  in  number,  — four  sons  and  a daughter;  namely,  John, 
Samuel.  Nathaniel,  Hannah,  and  Thomas.  * 

From  certain  circumstances,  — as  the  removal  of  some  ot  the  children  to 
Charlestown  in  their  youth,  and  their  settlement  in  that  vicinity,  — the  Rev. 
Abner  Morse, i a skilled  genealogist,  is  led  to  suppose  that  they  were  placed 

* John  Cutler,  the  earlv  settler,  must  not  be  confounded  with  Johannes  Demesmaker,  a 
Dutchman,  who  settled  in  Ilingham  later  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  who  curiously  trans- 
lated his  name  into  John  Cutler.  In  1674,  he  married,  in  Ilingham,  Mary,  daughter  of  Edward 
Cowell  of  Boston.  He  was  a physician,  and  afterwards  moved  to  Boston.  He  had  nine  chil- 
dren. their  births  being  recorded  in  the  Ilingham  Records,  sometimes  under  the  name  of  Demes- 
maker. sometimes  under  that  of  Cutler. 

t The  Rev.  Abner  Morse  is  the  author  of  several  valuable  genealogical  works  ; but  we 
w ould  especially  mention  a serial  conducted  by  him,  of  which  numbers  or  volumes  are  printed 
from  time  to  time,  entitled,  “ A Genealogical  Register  of  the  Descendants  of  Several  Ancient 
Puritans.”  Volume  fourth,  now  in  press,  will  be  devoted  to  the  families  of  Harding,  Payson,  and 
Cutler;  and  to  that  work  reference  should  be  made  for  more  full  information  in  regard  to  the 
di  scendants  of  John  Cutler,  the  data  here  given  being  chiefly  directed  to  doubtful  points,  or  to 
the  correction  of  errors  heretofore  printed.  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Morse’s  researches  tor  many 
of  the  facts  stated  in  these  pages. 
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under  the  care  of  Deacon  Robert  Cutler  of  that  town,  and  that  there  was  some 
relationship  between  John  Cutler  of  Ilingham  and  Robert  Cutler  of  Charles- 
town. John  and  Robert  may  have  been  brothers  ; but,  if  the  records  of 
Sprowston,  in  the  County  of  Norfolk,  England,  have  been  preserved,  this  very 
probable  surmise  may  yet  be  made  a certainty. 

John  Cutler  left  a widow,  Mary,  who  continued  to  reside  at  Hingham;  and, 
many  years  later,  she  married  a Mr.  Ilewett,  or  Iluet,  as  the  name  was  then 
spelt.  The  wife  of  Thomas  Iluet  of  Hingham  died  May  22,  1649;  and  it  is 
probable  that  he  was  the  person  who  married  the  widow  Cutler.  Thomas  Huet 
died  May  24,  1670;  and  Mary  Iluet,  a widow  for  the  second  time,  a year  later, 
in  1671,  joined  with  her  Cutler  children  in  the  sale  of  their  father  John  Cutler’s 
estate.  The  date  of  her  death  has  not  been  ascertained,  although  it  may  pos- 
sibly be  found  in  the  records  of  Hingham  or  Charlestown.  She  was  v.isiting  at 
Charlestown  in  1674,  as  appears  by  the  customary  record  of  the  selectmen:  — 

“Mary  Ilewett  of  Hingham  at  Dea.  Ludkins,  Dec.  8.  1674.” 

ISSU  E. 

The  children  of  John  and  Mary  Cutler,  who  came  from  England  with  their 
parents,  were  seven  in  number.  Of  these  we  know  the  names  of  five,  who  are 
supposed  to  be  the  only  ones  who  arrived  at  mature  years.  They  were  John, 
Samuel,  Nathaniel,  Hannah,  and  Thomas. 

I.  JOHN  settled  in  Woburn,  now  Burlington,  and  married,  3 September,  1650, 
Olive  Thompson,  by  whom  he  had  his  fourth  and  last  child,  5 May,  1663. 
In  1666,  he  had  married  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Abraham  Browne  of 
Watertown,  widow'  of  John  Lewis  of  Charlestown  and  Malden,  she  hav- 
ing been  the  second  wife  also  of  Lew'is.  John  Cutler  became  deranged, 
and  the  County  Court  put  him  under  the  guardianship  of  the  selectmen 
of  Woburn,  ordering  them  to  dispose  of  his  property  "so  as  to  be  for 
his  benefit  and  that  of  his  children,  and  for  the  payment  of  that  Ingage- 
ment  he  made  to  his  late  wife,  the  reli£t  of  John  Lewis.”  He  died, 
according  to  Savage,  1678  or  1679,  of  the  small-pox.  His  children, 
by  same  authority,  wrere  Mary,  b.  1651;  Susanna,  b.  1653;  and  Mary 
again,  1663.  It  is  stated  that  the  first  Mary  married  Matthew  Smith ; 
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but  it  w as  Man  Cutler,  the  widow  of  his  brother  Thomas,  who  married 
Matthew  Smith,  sen.,  20  June,  1684. 

II.  SAMI  EL,  of  Marblehead,  1654;  Salem,  1655;  removed  to  Topsfield  prior 

to  1672,  and  was  of  Gloucester,  1693,  at  which  latter  place  his  wife 
Elizabeth  died,  March  17,  1693.  lie  was  again  at  Salem,  where  he 
married,  2d,  7 July,  1698,  Sarah  Church.  Mr.  Morse  is  the  authority 
for  these  data.  It  would  appear  that  he  had  several  children;  but,  not 
having'  consulted  any  original  records  or  documents  which  might  estab- 
lish  his  various  places  of  abode,  or  the  birth  of  his  children,  the  in- 
quirer is  referred  to  Savage’s  Dictionary  and  Morse’s  Register,  vol.  iv. 
Feb.  14,  1671,  Samuel  Cutler  was  constituted  attorney  for  his  brothers 
and  sister,  and  joined  with  their  mother,  Mary  Hewett,  Feb.  17,  1671, 
in  conveying  portions  of  lands  granted  to  John  Cutler  by  the  town  of 
Hingham.  This  power  of  attorney  was  subscribed  by  Nathaniel  Cutler 
of  Reading,  Thomas  Cutler  of  Charlestown,  Onessiferous  [sic]  Marsh  for 
himself  and  wife;  and  Marsh  signed  also  for  John  Cutler,  then  insane. 

III.  NATHANIEL,  born  in  England  about  1630;  d.  1724,  aged  ninety-four 

years.  He  settled  in  Reading.  By  wife  Mary,  had  several  children. 
See  Savage  and  Morse. 

IV.  HANNAH,  married  at  Hingham,  6 February,  1654-5,  Onesiphorus 

Marsh,  and  had  there,  5 November,  1655,  Onesiphorus,  who  was  bapt. 
2 December,  same  year.  This  marriage  of  Hannah  Cutler  is  given  in 
Hobart’s  Diary,  and  also  in  the  Hingham  marriages  in  Boston  Records 
(Gen.  Reg.,  vol.  xiii.  p.  215),  although  Mr.  Savage’s  authority  for  the 
marriage  of  Marsh  gave  his  wife’s  maiden  name  as  Hannah  Cutter,  — a 
very  natural  mistake. 

Onesiphorus  Marsh,  in  1671,  in  behalf  of  his  wife,  joined  her 
brothers  and  mother  in  conveying  the  lands  of  her  father,  John  Cutler. 

V.  THOMAS,  born  in  England  about  1634;  came  an  infant,  with  his  parents, 
to  Hingham;  he  settled  in  Reading,  and  married  there,  19  March,  1659- 
60,  Mary  | Very  ? | , the  daughter  of  Bridget  Gyles  or  Giles  of  Salem, 
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now  Danvers,  her  mother  being  then  the  widow  of  Edward  Giles, 
whom  she  married,  according  to  Savage,  about  1636. 

Mary  Cutler’s  maiden  name  was  probably  Very,  her  mother  being 
the  widow  Very  when  she  married  Giles.*  The  entry  of  her  marriage 
to  Thomas  Cutler,  in  the  Reading  Records,  and  also  in  those  preserved 
at  East  Cambridge,  gives  only  her  baptismal  name,  — Mary. 

In  1675-6,  March  17,  in  an  action  of  John  Gould  vs.  Nathaniel  Smith, 
for  rent  of  land,  payable  in  barley,  Thomas  Cutler’s  deposition  was  used, 
wherein  he  was  stated  to  be  "aged  40  years  or  ther  Abouts,”  which 
enables  us  to  approximate  his  age  at  the  time  of  emigration  in  1637. 
He  moved  to  Charlestown,  where  he  was  in  1671,  and  there  he  died, 
7 September , 1683,  as  stated  in  the  inventory  of  his  estate,  taken  15  De- 
cember, 1683.  Lib.  vi.  fol.  17 1,  Middlesex  Records.  His  estate  was 
valued  at  £96.  o.  1.  His  widow  Mary,  in  conformity  with  what  seems 
to  have  been  the  custom  of  the  family,  was  married  a second  time  to 
Matthew  Smith,  sen.,  20  June,  1684! 

In  1676,  Matthew  Smith,  "aged  about  fifty,”  was  one  of  the  witnesses 
in  the  lawsuit  before  referred  to. 

Children,  all  born  at  Reading:  — 

1.  Thomas,  b.  24  February,  1660-61;  m.  30  December,  1686,  Elizabeth 
Felch,  daughter  of  Henry  Felch,  jr.  Sergeant  Henry  Felch  d.  at 


* Bridget  Giles,  in  her  will,  dated  14  January,  1668-9,  proved  30  November,  1680,  men- 
tioned her  son  Samuel  Very  and  his  daughter  Bridget ; son  Thomas  Very  (of  Gloucester)  ; 
Mary , wife  of  Thomas  Cutler  of  Reading ; sons  Eleazur  and  John  Giles.  The  births  of  four 
Giles  children  are  found,  but  no  Mary ; and  it  is  probable  that  she  was  a child  by  the  first  mar- 
riage. 

The  full  name  of  Bridget  Very’s  husband  is  not  known.  In  the  Vinton  Memorial,  Boston, 
1858,  page  149,  note,  we  find  this  statement : “ It  is  presumed  that  Bridget  and  her  first  husband 
came  from  Salisbury,  in  Wiltshire,  where  the  name  Veren  is  known  to  have  existed,  spelled  in 
nine  different  ways,  three  'of  which  are  Very,  Verie,  and  Verve.  Philip  Veren,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Salem,  we  know  came  from  Salisbury.” 

Joshua  and  Philip  Veren  came  to  Salem  in  1635  ; but  it  is  entirely  a surmise,  that  they  were 
of  kin  to  Bridget  Very’s  husband.  It  is  certain  that  neither  one  of  them  was  her  husband. 
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Reading,  1 1 November,  1699.  In  the  division  of  his  estate, 
valued  at  £113.6.8,  the  following  persons  are  mentioned;  viz., 
widow  Hannah;  John  Felch,  eldest  son,  double  share;  William 
Green  ; Thomas  Cutler  ; Daniel,  Hannah,  and  Ruth  Felch. 
Under  Cutler,  in  the  tiles,  there  is  also  a receipt  of  Elizabeth 
Cutler. 

2.  Sarah,  b.  23  November,  1666. 

3.  Ki  th.  b.  2 February,  1668;  was  of  Charlestown,  May  18,  1696, 

when  she  married,  at  Reading,  John  Smith,  who  died  in  1705. 
She  married,  2d,  Thomas  Upham,  who  was  made  guardian  of  her 
children  in  1707. 

4.  David,  b.  22  February,  1670;  m.  at  Woburn,  12  December,  1700, 

Abigail  Flagg,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Gershom  and  Hannah  ( Lep- 
pingwell)  Flagg.  She  was  b.  8 January,  1680-81.  They  settled 
in  Boston,  he  being  a shipmaster.  lie  died  in  Boston,  2 June, 
1710,  " aged  about  39,”  says  the  record,  which  leads  us  to  sup- 
pose that  his  birth  was  22  February,  1670-71.  Administration 
was  granted  on  his  estate  to  his  widow  Abigail.  Their  children, 
born  in  Boston,  were:  — 

i.  Davids  b.  28  September,  1703;  m.,  1st,  1732,  Lydia  Belknap, 

daughter  of  Joseph  and  Abigail  (Butolph)  Belknap;  2d, 
her  sister  Mary.  lie  d.  27  February,  1772.  lie  had 
thirteen  children;  of  whom  Abigail,  b.  24  March,  1735, 
m.  Samuel  Whitney,  20  October,  1757;  and  Samuel,  b. 
5 October,  1752,  m.  Lydia  Front,  8 January,  1794-  These 
last  were  the  parents  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Cutler,  to  whom 
these  pages  are  inscribed. 

ii.  Jonathan , b.  7 April,  1705. 

iii.  Abigail,  b.  1706. 

iv.  Jonathan  again,  b.  21  March,  1708-9. 

5.  Jonathan,  b.  3 January,  1678;  m.  10  January,  1717,  Abigail  Gale  of 

Reading. 
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